Monday Week 23 God’s Prophets
Bible Reading: 1 Kings 16:29,30 and 17:1, and 18:1,2 and 18:17,18

Q 89 Why did God send Elijah to the King?
A. God sent Elijah with a word from the Lord.

Many years ago, businesses would hire boys to take messages from one place to another.
They could run with the message, or sometimes they would ride a bike. One messenger boy was
riding his bike, when a car swerved on the road and hit him. The boy was killed. That was in
the year of 1906. Messenger boys had important work to do, even though it was sometimes
dangerous.

God called Elijah to be his messenger to Ahab, the king of Israel. He told Ahab that the
trouble with Israel was their sinful ways. Ahab didn’t want to hear the message. He wanted to
kill Elijah. God protected his messenger.

Sometimes God’s messengers were killed. Yet faithful messengers continued to give
God’s word. It is important to be faithful to God. Death is not the end of everything. God’s
messengers will be rewarded. God said, “be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a
crown of life” Rev. 2:10b).

Thinking Deeper

Preachers are to fulfill the role of ambassador. An ambassador’s job is not to make the
message more acceptable. It is not to change the message. Rather it is to relay God’s message to
the recipients as accurately as possible. The worst possible motive for being a preacher is to
make the gospel relevant only to the “felt needs” of people. The preacher who does that will
omit the parts of God’s message that are unpopular or that are considered to be offensive. There
was a popular gospel song that disparaged so called “irrelevant preaching” with a phrase that
went something like this: Don’t want to spend my life a preachin’ sermons/ that give answers
to the questions no one’s asking anywhere.” The problem is precisely that people don’t ask the
right questions. It doesn’t matter if people are not asking how to be reconciled to God. The job
of Christ’s ambassadors is to give precisely that message: “be ye reconciled to God.”

A true ambassador carrying God’s message will give warnings that apply to the
circumstances of people. Failure to give the message accurately will bring trouble to the
messenger. “So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel;
therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me. When I say unto the
wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his
way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand” (Ezekiel
33:7.8).



Tuesday Week 23 God’s Prophets
Bible Reading: 1 Kings 18:19-29

Q 90 What was the contest on Mt. Carmel?
A. The contest on Mt. Carmel was to see which was the true

Years ago people would test a coin to see if it was the real thing by biting it. Some people
think that if the coin was real, your teeth could leave a mark on it. That may have worked with
gold, since gold is naturally softer than most metals. People also used to say, “Don’t take any
wooden nickels.” It was a phrase warning people about taking worthless money. This saying
became popular during the Great Depression.

The people of Israel had to decide who deserved their worship — Baal or God. Elijah told
them that they should make a test. The God that answered by fire was the true God. Elijah’s
God answered by fire. The people knew that He was the true God. It is important that we follow
the true God. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6).

Thinking Deeper

J.P. Thomas, a Christian evangelist from India, gave a message regarding miracles. He
recounted several miracles he witnessed in India. Several Hindu students listened to his
message. When it was over, they argued that they had seen miracles in other religious traditions
that were not Christian. Thomas responded that it is possible for certain phenomena to happen in
other religions. But he went on to say that a miracle where a person is changed from a sinner to
a righteous person, where selfishness turns to giving, where there is a new spirit of righteousness,
marked by a new attitude where love fills the heart, “this kind of miracle I’ve never seen except
when a person encounters Jesus Christ.”

There are going to be false prophets who claim miraculous confirmation to their claims.
But the Bible warns of “the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders”

(2 Thes. 2:9). The true test of the Christian gospel is the test of divine love. I Corinthians
chapter 13 records all that is possible without this love: speaking in tongues, understanding
mysteries, faith to remove mountains, ultimate self-sacrifice. All these are possible without
divine love, and without divine love we are nothing and all these things gain us nothing. The
true God is love, and reproduces that love in His followers.



Wednesday Week 23 God’s Prophets
Bible Reading: 1 Kings 18:30-41

Q 91 What convinced the people that the Lord was God?
A. Fire from heaven revealed the true God.

“What if a man walked through my door and told me he was Jesus, and then said that I
should jump out of the window. How would I know what to do?” A student asked that question
because he wanted to obey God but didn’t want to do something foolish. What is the answer to
his question?

The answer is that the Bible has told us how Jesus would come back. He is coming in the
clouds, and there will be a trumpet sound and a loud voice. “Every eye shall see him,” the Bible
says. In fact, Jesus said that “if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there;
believe him not” (Mark 13:21. Jesus is coming just like he said he would. Don’t believe anyone
else who claims to be Jesus, or who tells something about Jesus that is different than the Bible.
There is only one true Jesus, just like the Bible says.

Elijah was God’s prophet. God helped him make the contest with the prophets of Baal.
God worked through Elijah to show who God really was. The false prophets could not get their
god to answer, because Baal did not exist. The true God answered by fire. Elijah served the
only true God.

Thinking Deeper

Mormons testify to having a “burning in the bosom” in confirmation to their question
about whether their doctrine about their church is true. “I know that it’s true,” said one of their
missionaries. Several decades ago Indian mystic Guru Majaraji had a following of people who
were convinced because they would experience a “shot of nectar” as they became one with the
vibrations of the universe. They spoke of being “blissed out.” The prophets of Baal were
convinced enough that they were right that they cried aloud all day, cutting themselves with
sharp lancets to enhance the quality of their prayers.

Human experience is a poor way to decide on what is true. The confirmation that Elijah
received was more than inner experiential confirmation. It was demonstrated so that all could
see. God answered by fire and there was no trickery, psychology, or demonic interference.

God spoke to the fathers in time past in various ways ( Heb. 1:1). Now He speaks
through His Son. We do not look for outward fire, though Pentecost had that manifestation. We
look for the evidence that God has marked a person through the Word of the Son. That mark is
divine love, lived out in the daily walk of people who have humbled themselves before Him and
have found His grace. Grandmother Zernov, on having found the theology of the Free
Methodists, said, “It is the most beautiful doctrine.” Nothing is more beautiful or convincing to
the world, than the divine agape love manifested in the life a congregation of believers. “The
greatest of these is love.”



Thursday Week 23 God’s Prophets
Bible Reading: 2 Kings 17:1,2 and 17:7,8 and 17:12-14, and 17:18

Q 92 What happened when Israel refused to listen to God’s prophets?
A. Israel was taken into captivity by the Assyrians.

“Boys, don’t play around with those bees.” The dad knew what bees could do. After he
went into the house, the boys decided to throw some apples at the hornet’s nest. One boy threw
a small green apple. It barely missed the nest. Before he could pick up another apple, “wham!”
A bee stung him on the jaw. How that hurt! That hornet must have seen him throw the apple.
The boy wished he had listened to the warning.

God warned Israel about their sin. He had told them if they forgot Him and served idols,
they would lose their land. They didn’t listen to God. After many warnings, God withdrew His
protection from them. The Assyrians invaded the land and the people of Israel were taken as
slaves. They should have listened to God’s warnings.

Thinking Deeper

There is a tendency for Christians to become overwhelmed by the culture they live in. It
is natural to want to fit in and be liked. It is also important to be friendly and approachable. The
danger comes when being friendly and likeable causes Christians to compromise Biblical ways
in favor of the ways of the culture. Standing for godliness will contrast with the culture at some
point. At that point the Christian must make a choice; will I be true to Biblical principles or will
I opt to fit in with the culture?

In 2008, a preacher in Canada made the decision to be true to the Bible and proclaimed
its teachings on homosexuality and lesbianism. For his efforts, he was taken to court for “hate
speech” and told not to speak out on those issues again. The culture had taken a position in
opposition to the Biblical position.

There are consequences to a decision to compromise with the culture. Christians who do
so will become indistinguishable from the culture. The salt will have lost its savor. It is then
good for nothing, said Jesus, but to be “cast out and to be trodden under foot of men.”

It is far better to suffer for righteousness’ sake and retain the kingdom of heaven (Matt.
5:10).



Friday Week 23  God’s Prophets
Review the week’s questions.

Q 89 Why did God send Elijah to the King?
A. God sent Elijah with the word from the Lord
Q 90 What was the contest on Mt. Carmel?
A. The contest on Mt. Carmel was to see which was the true God.
Q 91 What convinced the people that the Lord was God?
A. Fire from heaven revealed the true God.
Q 92 What happened when Israel refused to listen to God’s prophets?
A. Israel was taken into captivity by the Assyrians.

Two brothers were walking along a road. They decided to take a shortcut through the
countryside to make their walk shorter. “I think we should go that way,” pointed one brother.
“No,” said the other, pointing in a different direction, “we should go that way.” They chose to
go somewhere between the two directions. After walking for a long time, they finally came out
to aroad. They were quite a way off. Their directions were not good. They would have been
wise to have used a map and a compass. Or, they could have asked someone who knew the right
direction.

Elijah knew the right direction for Israel. He was one of the prophets who knew the true
God. The people kept going the wrong way and God’s prophets kept pointing them back to
God’s way. Finally, the people were so far from God that when the prophets gave them God’s
word, they became angry. They put some of God’s prophets in prison and killed others. God
saw their wickedness and allowed them to be taken captive. Israel was like a man who “heard
the sound of the trumpet, and took not warning; his blood shall be upon him” (Ezekiel 33:5).

It is important that we listen to God’s warnings and follow His directions.

Thinking Deeper

Each generation must fight its own battle for truth. It has always been so. Moses stood
against Pharaoh. Joshua fought the aliens in Canaan. David fought with the Philistines. The
prophets stood against the compromisers in Israel. In our generation we are in a battle with the
forces of secularism. The theory of Darwinian Evolution is the basis for the secular worldview.
If we are merely products of chance meetings of the right proteins in the right configuration in
the primordial soup, then there is no basis for belief in truth. The post-modern mind has
essentially given up on the concept of, as Francis Schaeffer put it, “true truth.” So truth is
established either by the individual in his own inner experience or by society as morals evolve
from position to position. The battle is between this ever changing secular humanist view of
reality, and the unchanging Biblical revelation of truth given by the God who made the world
and everything in it in six days. Make no mistake, this is a major battle. It is a battle for the
souls of men, and it is being fought every day in the schools, the media, and in the political
arena. The churches must be involved or the battle will be lost.

Some Biblical passages give us some help in our efforts in this battle: “Be strong in the
Lord...and having done all, to stand.” “Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered
to the saints.” “I have fought a good fight...I have kept the faith.”
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